               STOKE CANON PARISH COUNCIL
A Meeting of Stoke Canon Parish Council was held remotely on Thursday 3rd September 2020 at 7.30 pm.
Those present were: Derek Boustred (Chair), Kate Scott-Clark, Fabian King, Ray Bloxham, Sarah Randall-Johnson  and Neville Bennett (Clerk).
Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence.
Nigel Barrowcliffe, Angela Richards, James Maunder and Sarah Poole.
It was announced that Bob Down had tended his resignation on the grounds of ill health.
2. Minutes of previous meetings (circulated).
The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
3. Matters Arising.    
i) Purchase of Speed sign. Update.

No progress has been made due to the lockdown. It is not clear whether the sign is fully adjustable. NB to check with Amanda Pickford at DCC.
With regard to speeding there are reports of tractors from Bridge farm speeding through the High Street. NB to contact the owner.

ii) Communities Together Fund.  
The Communities Together grant of £1960 was extended until the end of December. In the meantime the upgrade of the path between Stoke Canon and Brampford Speke has been completed by Stuart Luxton. The invoice for the work was £2520 leaving a shortfall of £560. This will be shared equally by both parish councils.
iii) Replacements/additions to play equipment.
Kate will acquire further details and quotes from Wicksteed.
iv) Emptying bin in play park. 

On several occasions the bin in the play park has not been emptied despite complaints. A reduction in the cost of bin emptying has now been made and a decision is awaited.
4. Matters Requiring Discussion.
i) Devon Solar Together Project.
The project is designed to offer cheaper solar energy to householders. Letters to residents are being sent w/c 14th September.
ii) Flood Risk Management. Consultation. 

This report was noted. Also noted was that the parish flood risk plan needed updating. 
5. Reports
i)  Report from EDDC Councillor. EDDC has voted to pull out of the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan and will instead begin updating the Local Plan. He commented on the planning application at Bridge Farm where there were concerns about the impact of the build on flooding and pollution. See also item 7. 

ii) Report from DCC Councillors. Ray had previously sent through several reports including those in item 4. Here he highlighted reports on climate change and policy on school transport, details of which are on the DCC website.
Sarah reported on the use of the Nightingale centre for diagnostics and scanning and that DCC had a team set up to provide guidance and support on Covid. There appears to be little impact on the number of cases in Devon brought by visitors.
iii) Highways. Derek Boustred. 
The pot holes on Stoke Hill have been patched but there has yet been no attempt to improve the drainage there. The pot holes in River Close have yet to be repaired. NB to check with Helen about these issues.

Requests have been made to EDDC since July to sweep the High Street and this was made again last week. Attempts have been made unsuccessfully to contact the probation service about clearing the village. NB to follow up.

iv) Play Park. Angela Richards. No report.

v) Planning.  See item 7.

vi) Footpaths. Nigel Barrowcliffe. The footpaths are generally in good condition. There are new lights at the Sandy Lane railway crossing with instructions on when and how to cross.
6. Financial Matters.

i)  Payments Out

North Devon Council. Clerks salary . £407.72 May payment.

North Devon Council. Clerks salary.  £457.72. July payment.

Clerks 6 months expenses.  £330.04

Hooper Sevices. Grass cutting   £290.40.

Hooper Sevices. Grass cutting.  £78.00

Kate Scott-Clarke. Purchase of signs for opening of play park. Repayment.

Stuart Luxton.  Upgrade of footpath (joint with Brampford Speke).  £280.00

ii) Payments In:
Part precept.  £5000.00

iii) Bank balance @ 01.09.20 - £20,007.16
7. Planning Matters. 
20/1242/FUL. Bridge farm. Erection of agricultural building.

20/1244/FUL. Bridge farm. Erection of agricultural building.

20/1677/FUL. Bridge farm. Construction of farm building.

These are very large buildings, particularly in relation to the size of the farm, providing some 18000 sq ft of extra space in total. There is concern about traffic generation and the impact this would have on local residents and traffic using these very narrow lanes. There is already increasing concern about the amount and speed of tractors through the High Street, and large tractor and tanker rigs travelling to and from Bridge Farm via Huxham at speed has already damaged verges and hedge lines as well as private property. Finally the large concrete platforms on which these building will be based  are also likely to have repercussions on local flooding and associated pollution.

20/1296/FUL. Old Station. Siting of six shipping containers. No objections.
8. Any Other Business.
9. Questions from the public.
10. Date of Next Meeting.

Thursday 5th November  2020
