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                 STOKE CANON PARISH COUNCIL
A Parish Council  Meeting of Stoke Canon Parish Council was held in The Bridge on Thursday 7th May 2019 at 7.30pm.
Agenda.

Those present were Derek Boustred (Chair), Kate Scott-Clark, Sarah Poole, Angela Richards, Nigel Barrowcliffe, Ray Bloxham, Sarah Randall-Johnson  and Neville Bennett (Clerk) plus two members of the public.
1. Apologies for Absence.
 None
2. Minutes of previous meetings (circulated).
These were approved as a correct record.
3. Matters Arising.    

i)  Helicopter landing site. 

A modified agreement has been made with EDF for a three year deal to supply electricity at 25p per day, a saving on the original price of one third
ii) Communities Together Fund.
The bid to the Parishes Together Fund has been successful with a grant of £1960. DB to meet with Stuart Luxton and Ros Davies to plan the repairs.
iii) Renovation of play park.
Some stone removal has taken place together with a scattering of grass seed. However Hoopers have complained that it is too dangerous for their machines. In an attempt to improve this the area was rolled, pushing the stones below the surface. However it is likely that these stones will resurface. Council therefore decided to acquire quotes from landscape companies for the job to be completed to everyones satisfaction.
iv)  Annual inspection of play park.

The annual inspection identified that some remedial work was required on two swings and to the log traverse where one of the legs has rotted. The cost of materials and labour will be £1000 plus VAT. It was agreed to go ahead with the repairs.

v) Request from Stoke Canon Festival for a grant.

It was agreed to provide a grant of £300.
4. Reports
i)  Report from EDDC Councillor. Fabian King was voted in as the District Councillor for the Exe Valley. He was not present at the meeting.
.ii) Report from DCC Councillor Ray Bloxham.   Please see the report to the Annual Parish Meeting attached to those minutes.

iii) Highways. Derek Boustred.  Nothing new to report.

iv) Play Park. Angela Richards. Reiterated her concern about the poor quality of the renovation of the play park. Also signage needed to be improved.
v) Footpaths. Nigel Barrowcliffe will now take responsibility for footpaths.

vi) Planning.  Sarah Poole now has responsibility for planning.

5. Matters Requiring Discussion.
i)  Merchant Navy Day September 3rd. Parish Councils have been requested to fly the red ensign on that day. However Stoke Canon has neither flagpole nor a flag.

ii) Correspondence from CPRE was handed to the chairman.
iii) Consideration of Standing Orders. There are no changes to our Standing Orders.

6. Financial Matters.
i)  Annual Audit.

This was completed by the Clerk and internally audited prior to an external audit. At the end of the financial year the bank balance stood at £7700.

ii) Payments Out
MAT Electrics. Payment for night landing site.  £7249.94.

MAT Electrics. Additional work on night landing site.  £107.94

North Devon Council. Clerks salary . £407.72

Stoke Canon PCC. Hire of hall.  £18.00

EDF. Night landing site electricity bill.  £13.13

S.N.Bennett. Repayment for on line purchase of Epson printer ink (20% off) £52.39

DALC. Annual subscription. £146.67

ICO. Data protection fee.  £40.00

Wicksteed. Play park inspection.  £54.00

ii) Payments In:
Devon CC.  £300 towards purchase of grit bins.

Devon CC. Grant towards night landing site.  £3140.00

Devon CC.  PPP grant for footpaths. £330.00

iii) VAT return. A VAT refund has been completed and sent to HMRC.
iv) Consideration of Financial Regulations.

These were agreed with the alteration of one word in para 7 whereby ‘by’ should be replaced by ‘at’, so that the sentence should read ‘The Clerk will complete the annual accounts at the end of the financial year’.

v) Bank balance @ 01.05.19 - £12700.98. This includes £5000 part precept paid in early April.
7. Planning Matters. 
None
8. Any Other Business.
None
9. Questions from the public.

None
10. Date of Next Meeting.

Thursday 4th July 2019 .

