               STOKE CANON PARISH COUNCIL
A Meeting of Stoke Canon Parish Council was held in The Bridge on Thursday 7th November 2019 at 7.30 pm.
Those present were: Derek Boustred (Chair), Kate Scott-Clark, Nigel Barrowcliffe, Sarah Poole, Angela Richards, Jim Maunder, Fabian King, Ray Bloxham, Sarah Randall-Johnson and Neville Bennett (Clerk).
Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence.
None
2. Minutes of previous meetings (circulated).
The minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.
3. Matters Arising.    

i)  Progress on improving footpath to Brampford Speke. 
The land owner has been contacted and he has agreed to the path being improved. This should be completed after Xmas. However there was concern about the new gates to be fitted and whether they are 100% stock proof. Ros Davies to be contacted about gate design.
ii) Footpath to Rewe. Update on final coating. 

The covering of the path with slurry continues. It is expected that the whole path will be completed by the end of November.

iii) Footpath to Rewe. Proposal to purchase and plant wildflower plugs on sections of the path.   
CARE have agreed to pay for the wildflower plugs. DB will now order and Nigel will take responsibility for planting.
iv) To receive feedback from Devon CC on purchase of speed sign.
Robin Falle has agreed to finance a sign dependent on him gaining planning permission for Stoke Cottage.  It was agreed to contact Helen in Highways with regard to possible sites.
4. Reports
i)  Report from EDDC Councillor.  

Fabian had circulated a report prior to the meeting concerning EDDC Council affairs and funding matters. He highlighted  that EDDC has signed up to the DCC Climate Change Declaration and aims to become a zero carbon council. EDDC is considering increasing car park charges, and is also considering the most effective form of EDDC governance.
ii) Report from DCC Councillors.
Ray and Sarah focused on climate change and health. DCC plans to be 70% carbon free by 2030 but recommendations are being made to improve that. On health – pressures are high on A&E in RDE and plans for the winter are in process. Having GP’s in networks could help.
iii) Highways. Derek Boustred.
The drain situation has improved, the drain opposite the church having been cleared out. Also the culvert at Honors has been cleared although there is a pipe defect there. The trees blocking light in Chestnut Crescent are to be cut back. Drains on the bridge are being cleared and the village cleared of weeds etc by the community payback team.
iv) Play Park. Angela Richards.  There is now a bolt on the gate. Inspection for small stones in the turf will continue.
v) Planning. Sarah Poole.  See item 7.
vi) Footpaths. Nigel Barrowcliffe.  The issues have been discussed under item 3.
5. Matters Requiring Discussion.
i)  Proposal to place a bench alongside the river on footpath to Brampford Speke.

A Rewe parishioner wishes to place a bench on or near the footpath to Brampford Speke and will pay for all costs. The landowner thinks this may be possible next Spring after he has moved his stock fences.

ii) The dates for parish council meetings 2020 are 9/1, 5/3, 7/5, 2/7, 3/9, 12/11.

iii) To agree representatives for police liaison group.

Kate and Angela agreed to be the council representatives.

iv) To consider response to Devon Climate Emergency. 
Ray Bloxham agreed to send further details to inform the councils decision.

v)  Tendering for grass cutting 2020. It was agreed not to tender this year

6. Financial Matters.
i) Payments Out
North Devon Council. Clerks salary . £407.72

Stoke Canon PCC. Hire of hall.  £21.00

Audit Commission. Audit.  £240.00

D.Boustred.  £28.77.  Reimbursement for purchase of play park materials.

EDF.  £23.84 Electricity bill for air ambulance mast.

Hooper Services.  Grass/verge cutting.  £290.40.

CPRE.  Subscription.  £36.00

C.Burrows. Grass cutting Rewe – SC footpath.  £335.00

ii) Payments In:
None

iii) Bank balance @ 01.11.19 - £15716.27
7. Planning Matters. 
19/2386/FUL. 3, Old Barn Close. Raising roof ridge, and rear dormer window.

19/2368/FUL. 11 River Close.  Side extension.

19/2119/FUL.  Oakhay Barton. Demolition of building and construction of garage block.

19/2426/FUL. Culm Valley country house. Construction of outbuilding.

Council had no objections to any of these.
8. Any Other Business.
9. Questions from the public.
10. Date of next meeting.
Thursday 9th January 2020.
